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Synopsis

The existing amphibian and reptilian type specimens in the Macleay Museum
are listed by families in current phylogenetic order.

Introduction

The Macleay Museum at the University of Sydney contains a

comprehensive zoological collection including a number of Australian type
specimens. Lists of insect types (TTalm, 1962) and fish types (Stanbury.
L968) have been published. Further lists are being compiled. This paper
lists the existing amphibian and reptilian type specimens in the Macleay
Museum and their current taxonomic status. Tn all 7 amphibian and 58
reptilian types are catalogued.

The majority of the amphibian and reptilian types were collected on
the "Chevert" expedition led by William Macleay to coastal north Queensland.
Torres Straits and the southern coast of New Guinea in 1875 (Macmillan.
1957). All these were named and described by Macleay (1877a, b, c, <1). Other
type material was collected for Macleay by collectors in Australia, but since

his death few types have been lodged in the Museum.

Several Macleay types appear to have been lost. The Museum has had
a varied history (Anderson, 1965) with changes in location during which
some specimens were presumably misplaced. In addition there have been
periods without adequate curatorship when some types, particularly the

geckos, dried out. As a- result, some of the species described by Macleay
have had to be ignored in subsequent taxonomic studies, particularly as

his original descriptions now seem inadequate to define the species.

The types are stored in glass jars in 70% alcohol. The Macleay Museum
Register numbers (R numbers) were entered in 1965 by the previous curator.

Mrs. J. Anderson. These numbers were combined with the numbers given

to some, but not all, specimens by S. J. Copland in 1915. Copland numbers
have been given the prefix MR and where applicable they appear after

the present R numbers in the list of type specimens.

Amphibian Types

From the collection of the "Chevert" expedition, Macleay (1877r7)

described five new species of frogs, of which two are lodged in the Macleay
Museum, two in the Queensland Museum, and one, Litoria dorsalis, appears
to have been lost. Neither Boulenger (1882) nor Fry (1918) were able to

classify this species on the basis of Macleay's description. Apart from
Macleay's specimens, five other amphibian types are lodged in the Museum.
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.Reptilian Types

Order Squamata

Fam. Scincidae. Of the 19 scincid type specimens in the Museum, the
majority were collected on the "Chevert" expedition (Macleay 18776), and
many still stand as holotypes. However, some of the material could not
be identified further than genus and status of such specimens is doubtful.

Three species described by Macleay could not be located in the collection.

The missing types are Heteropus bicarinatus (18776), Tetradactylus
guttulatus (1885) and Hinulia picta (1885). Of these, the first is of the

most importance, as it stands as the holotype of Leiolopisma bicarinata
(Macleay) (see Loveridge, 1934). Tetradactylus guttulatus was ascribed to

the genus Lygosoma by Boulenger (1887), and Hinulia picta was synonymized
with Tiliqua gerrardii (Gray) by Mitchell (1950).

Fam. Gckkonidae. The gekkonid series in the Museum includes 10 types

described by Macleay (1877c), only one of which, Peripia dubia, is missing.

These types were examined in detail by Kluge (1963), who clarified their

systematic status as follows

:

Diplodactylus annulatus = ? Phyllodactylus annulatus (Macleay) R487-488
Peripia papuensis = Hemidactylus frenatus Dumeril and Bibron R480-481
Peripia ornata = Lepidodactylus lugubris (Dumeril and Bibron) R484-485
Peripia longicaudis = Gehyra variegata (Dumeril and Bibron) R482
Peripia dubia Gehyra variegata (Dumeril and Bibron) Not present
Peripia marmorata = Gehyra baliola (Dumeril) R477
Peripia brevicaudis = Gehyra baliola (Dumeril) R475
Heteronota fasciata = Cyrtodactylus pelagicus (Girard) R176
Heteronota marmorata = Cyrtodactylus pelagicus (Girard) R178, 181-183
Heteronota eboracensis = Cyrtodactylus pelagicus (Girard) R207.

Fam. Agamidae. Five new agamid species were described by Macleay
(1877c, 1883), but only three types are still present in the Museum. Of
the two missing, one, Grammatophora jugularis (1877c), cannot be placed

further than the genus Amphibolurus (Boulenger 1885), and the other, Tiaris

longii (1877c), has been placed in synonomy with Gonyocephalus godeffroyi
(Boulenger 1885).

Order Serpentes

Fam. Colubridae. Nine new colubrid snakes were collected on the

"Chevert" expedition (Macleay 1877a) and are all present in the Museum
today. Six additional species described by Macleay (1875, 1877e, 1883, 1884,

1888) are also listed. However, three of Macleay's types are missing; viz.

Tropidonotus ater (1885), Fordonia variabilis (1877e) and Dendrophis
olivacea (1877e).

Fam. Elapidae. Two new species of elapids were collected on the

"Chevert" expedition (Macleay 1877a). An additional eight type species

(Macleay 1878, 1884, 1885, 1887, 1888) are present in the Museum.

List of Types

The types are listed by families in current phylogenetic order.

An asterisk in the locality column indicates that the specimen (s) was
collected on the "Chevert" expedition.

References are given for the scientific name under which a type was
originally described and for the present name.
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